
The 58th Annual 
Goschenhoppen Folk Festival  

at the Antes Plantation 
 

We’re excited about the plans for this year’s 58th Folk Festival.  
This letter is an invitation to participate. Mark your calendars now for  

Friday, August 7, 12 – 8pm & Saturday, August 8, 10am – 6pm. 
 
Do you know what the Festival theme is this year? How to order supplies? When fittings are to 
borrow a costume? How to register your child? This letter has all that information and more! 

PLEASE READ THIS LETTER CAREFULLY! 
​ The Henry Antes Plantation has proven to be a wonderful setting for the Goschenhoppen Folk Festival.  
We anticipate continuing to create positive and lasting memories for our visitors for many years to come at this 
historic rural plantation. We’re counting on you to help us make this another outstanding Festival. As always, 
the Festival goes on rain or shine.  
 

We are excited to move to online registration for returning volunteers and past apprentices who have aged 
out of the Apprentice Program. Check your email for the unique, volunteer specific registration link. 

 
To keep costs down, there will no longer be a physical mailing with information or a card to register as a 
Festival volunteer. A reply is needed for each volunteer, including children. If registering more than one person, 
be sure to use the "Submit another response" link after completing your registration to fill out another form.  
 
Upon completing registration, a confirmation will be sent to the email you provide. Check for this confirmation 
email to ensure you successfully registered. You may submit or edit your response through May 18th. 
 
Volunteers and apprentices who have aged out of the program who do not complete this form by May 18th 
will NOT be admitted into the Folk Festival as a volunteer. If you have questions about your Folk 
Festival participation, please contact your Committee Chairperson listed at the end of this letter. Please direct 
any questions about this online registration process to folkfestival@goschenhoppen.org. 
 
Online registration is for returning volunteers only. New volunteers interested to find out how to help or for 
more information should fill out the New Volunteer Information Intake form.  
 

Our Theme: “Feier Amerikaas Unabhaengigskeit” or “Celebrate American 
Independence.” As a nod to the 250th Anniversary celebration of our nation's Declaration of Independence in 
July 1776, we want to help give perspective to how that was impacting the people of the Goschenhoppen 
region. Volunteers can discuss this in a variety of ways.  
 
Those in the 18th Century can discuss how this is new for them, how excited or nervous they may feel about 
this Declaration, or even if they are not sure what that means for them going forward. It could also mean that 
some of their family may soon be off to war and how that could impact the home front greatly. One could 
express concern also for “what if” if either British or American troops ever came to the area and quartered on 
their lands or had need of their food and livestock.  
 
Those that portray life in the 19th Century can discuss how they are celebrating the Centennial of American 
Independence (100 years in 1876). Amazing how the new democratic republic has made it for those 100 years. 
One can talk about how the Industrial Revolution and an advance in technology has, for the most part, made 
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their lives easier.  Some discussion could also be made about how the American Republic was threatened by the 
Civil War and how that war affected their lives.  
 
Some special events will be happening during the stage programming to recognize this milestone for our 
country, so keep a watch for those to be announced. We will be sending some additional information closer to 
the festival time that will include some talking points and information that you can use to help put perspective 
on this topic. 
 

Apprentice Program: All children meeting the following apprentice program criteria 
must be registered through the Goschenhoppen Apprentice Program, including children of adult volunteers 
and/or who have participated in prior years: 

●​ Children entering 6th (or higher) grade AND 11 years old or older 
●​ Children entering 12th (or lower) grade AND 18 years old or younger (note: students 19 years old and up 

should enter through the adult volunteer program.) 
 
This helps to manage demonstration sizes and ensure apprentices are placed where needed. Children of festival 
volunteers will get preference to work at their parent’s demonstration, if desired and gender appropriate, i.e., 
apprentice aged boys cannot be in home skills. Signup to be an apprentice June 1st through June 30th at 
https://goschenhoppen.org/volunteer. For more information about the program, call Becky Bitterman at 
484-942-8360 or email goschenhoppenapprentice@gmail.com and rebitterman@gmail.com. 
 
Contact information for children entered through the online registration process who meet the apprentice 
program criteria will be shared with the Apprentice Committee. These children will still need to complete the 
Apprentice Signup form. 
 
We encourage you to bring your own children with the understanding that all children meeting apprentice 
program criteria will be registered with the Goschenhoppen Apprentice Program and those who do not will be 
under your direct supervision.  
 

Costumes: We appreciate all of you who provide your own reproduction clothing. However, if 
you need to borrow a costume, we will provide one for you free of charge. Please come in person for a fitting at 
Red Men’s Hall (116 Gravel Pike, Green Lane, PA 18054 – 215-234-8953) on any of the following dates: 

 

Friday, June 12: 6:30 – 9pm 
Saturday, June 13: 9am – 12pm 
Wednesday, June 17: 6:30 – 9pm 

Tuesday, June 23: 6:30 – 9pm 
Wednesday, July 8: 6:30 – 9 pm 

Friday, July 10: 6:30 – 9pm 

Saturday, July 11: 9am – 12pm 
LAST CHANCE: 

Tuesday, July 14: 6:30 – 9pm 
 

Selection and sizes are limited. First come, first served! If you are unable to attend any of the above sessions, 
provide the information below (not sizes!) to Susan Cook (phone: 215-896-2433, email: 
susanncook@comcast.net) before July 1st. A costume will be chosen for you and placed in the dressing area of 
the barn on the morning of Festival. 

●​ Your name, phone number, and what demonstration you will be involved with 
●​ Women & girls: chest, waist, waist to ankle bone, and nape of neck to ankle bone measurements 
●​ Men & boys: chest, waist, waist to knee, and inseam measurements 

 
Festival costuming needs to be completed by July 14th as the apprentice costuming will follow and the 
costuming selection will be depleted. If you are an adult volunteer attending costuming, you may still fulfill the 
costuming needs of your children in the apprentice program. Festival participants who are not properly 
costumed will not be able to participate in Festival demonstrations.  
 

If you are interested in making your own costume or want a costume made for you, please contact Susan 
Cook (phone: 215-896-2433, email: susanncook@comcast.net) for patterns and instructions or timing and cost. 
 
Want to volunteer but don’t want to dress up? Help is needed in the kitchen, peeling peaches, and at the main 
gate.  Email redmens_hall@goschenhoppen.org for more info or to sign up! 
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Sales: Sale items must be relevant to your craft and time-period as well as something you could 

produce at the Festival if requested to do so. All for sale items must be pre-approved by your Committee 
Chairperson prior to the Festival. We ask for a 10% commission on gross sales. Please pay this commission 
before leaving the grounds Saturday after 6pm at the Festival Finance Office at the rear of the kitchen 
building. 

 
Ordering: All demonstration leaders needing to order food supplies and paper goods should call 

Monica Scheetz, 267-374-0131, as soon as possible. She will work with you to get both the quality and quantity 
of supplies you need. All orders must be placed by June 14th. If you wish to bring and donate your own 
supplies, kindly make sure they are not also ordered. For all other supply needs, contact your Festival 
Committee Chairperson (see enclosed listing). Remember that the primary purpose of these supplies is to 
support the demonstration and provide samples, not servings. Supplies ordered are to be allocated for the 
duration of the festival. We do not restock demonstration supplies on Friday to support Saturday’s festival. 

 
 
Photo & Video Consent/Disclaimer: In this age of digital and social media, 

there are many people taking photographs and videos at the Goschenhoppen Folk Festival. We have no control 
over these photographers and videographers. As such, your participation in the Goschenhoppen Folk Festival 
constitutes your agreement to hold harmless and release and forever discharge Goschenhoppen Historians of 
responsibility and accountability related to photographs and videos taken at the Goschenhoppen Folk Festival. 

 
Additionally, some photographers and videographers authorize the Goschenhoppen Historians permission to use 
photographs and video taken at the Goschenhoppen Folk Festival. As such, we must emphasize, your 
participation at the Goschenhoppen Historians Folk Festival constitutes: 

●​ A granting of permission for the Goschenhoppen Historians, Inc., to use your likeness in a photograph 
or video taken at the Goschenhoppen Folk Festival in any and all of its publications, including but not 
limited to all Goschenhoppen Historians’ printed and digital publications, for publicity, promotional, 
documentary, and educational purposes.  

●​ Acknowledgement that you will receive no financial compensation for the use of a photograph or video 
with your likeness.  

●​ Irrevocable authorization for the Goschenhoppen Historians to edit, alter, copy, exhibit, publish, or 
distribute a photograph or video with your likeness for purposes of publicizing Goschenhoppen 
Historians’ programs or for any other lawful purpose.  

●​ A waiving of any right to inspect or approve the finished product, including written or electronic copy, 
wherein your likeness appears.  

●​ A waiving of any right to royalties or other compensation arising or related to the use of the photograph 
or video. 

●​ Acknowledgement that you hold harmless and release and forever discharge Goschenhoppen Historians 
from all claims, demands, and causes of action which you or any other persons acting on your behalf 
have or may have by reason of this authorization. 

 
This full Consent/Disclaimer is also available on our website. Go to www.goschenhoppen.org and select 
Photo/Video Disclaimer under the Members section. 
 

 
If someone new wishes to participate, they must be properly registered: 

Adults must contact a committee chairperson (list on last page) 
Children of apprentice age must enroll through the Goschenhoppen Apprentice Program June 1st – June30th 

http://www.goschenhoppen.org


 

Coming Up: In your July mailing, you will receive: 
Arrival, admittance, and meal ticket details • Costuming policies • Expectations of Folk Festival volunteers​
• Locations of supplies and equipment • Guidelines for demonstration sales 

Please complete the online registration (link in email) by May 18. 
 

Your timely response helps us with our planning. Remember, you will NOT be 
admitted to the Folk Festival without registering in advance. 

 

Thanks again for your interest in our Festival and your willingness to volunteer your time and talents to 
help keep the Pennsylvania German culture alive. We are looking forward to another great Folk Festival. 
 

Cordially, The Festival Committee 
 

Please refer to this list of Festival Committee Chairpersons for your questions & correspondence: 

Al Gouldey​ 215-234-8161​ gouldeya@verizon.net​ Festival Co-Chairman 
Jenny Shearer​ 814-933-8484​ jenny.k.shearer@gmail.com​ Festival Co-Chairman 
Gail Albert​ 610-689-3767​ clarinet1965@hotmail.com​ 19th C. Homeskills 
John Anders​ 610-698-0779​ mtbutchering@gmail.com​ Butchering 
Becky Bitterman​ 484-942-8360​ rebitterman@gmail.com​ Apprentice Program 
Jennifer Conrad​ 610-504-5720​ ghnewseditors@gmail.com​ Intelligencer/Miscellaneous & Other 
Susan Cook​ 215-896-2433​ susanncook@comcast.net​ Clothing Construction 
Dianne Cram​ 610-917-9635​ diannecram@comcast.net​ 18th C. Homeskills 
Earl Cram​ 610-917-9635​ earlcram@comcast.net​ 18th C. Tradesmen 
Bill Daley​ 215-234-4119​ bjcartref@gmail.com​ Stage 
Maryanne Ditter​ 215-962-2769​ mbditter@verizon.net​ Gate Personnel 
Joshua Fink​ 484-358-5720​ finkyx@aol.com​ Intelligencer/Stage 
Bob Gerhart​ 484-300-3022​ BobGerhart63@gmail.com​ Antes House 
Pat Gottshalk​ 267-261-0413​ 3gotts@gmail.com​ 19th C. Homeskills 
Ben Gouldey​ 484-941-4725​ hunt11278921@gmail.com​ 19th C. Tradesmen 
Andrew Grasberger​ 610-724-9862​ andrewg216@gmail.com​ Grounds/Security  
Aaron Heckler​ 484-655-8170​ pegpens@gmail.com​ Booksellers 
Ed Johnson​ 215-234-9252​ oldfield69@aol.com​ GH Concessions 
Joanne Kintner​ 610-369-1585​ jrkestrel@msn.com​ 18th C. Homeskills 
Jay Kistler​ 610-704-6928​ williamjkistler@gmail.com​ GH Concessions 
Liz Kohler​ 215-536-3937​ auszac@verizon.net​ Finance 
Randy Konrad​ 215-565-5247​ oakandholly@gmail.com​ 18th C. Tradesmen/Encampment 
Becky Manley​ 215-692-3388​ beckymanley29@gmail.com​ Garden 
Vikki Marks​ 610-972-9925​ vikkimarks.28@gmail.com​ Animals 
Sandra Phillips​ 215-384-6560​ bsasanphillips@comcast.net​ Publicity 
Mason Scheetz​ 267-374-4718​ mschee5458@gmail.com​ Animals 
Molly Scheetz​ 267-372-1635​ mscheetz2564@gmail.com​ Purchasing Agent/Food Concessions 
Monica Scheetz​ 267-374-0131​ fivemfarm@verizon.net​ Purchasing Agent/Food Concessions 
Zach Shaw​ 267-371-3193​ zachshaw911@gmail.com​ Butchering 
Jenny Shearer​ 814-933-8484​ jenny.k.shearer@gmail.com​ Pastimes 
George Spotts​ 267-424-1645​ gfspotts@gmail.com​ Grounds/Security 
Jim Stuart​ 215-453-1504​ marinerd33@verizon.net​ 19th C. Tradesmen 
Morgan Sweeney​ 215-527-8712​ morgansweeney@gmail.com​ Itinerants 
Linda Szapacs​ 610-462-9054​ lwszapacs@aol.com​ Quilts & Fancy Needlework 

If someone new wishes to participate, they must be properly registered: 
Adults must contact a committee chairperson (list on last page) 

Children of apprentice age must enroll through the Goschenhoppen Apprentice Program June 1st – June30th 


